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Class Matters by Correspondents of the New York Times 
English Language Arts, 10th Grade 

WHAT’S THE STORY? 

New York Times correspondents investigated and addressed issues that affect various classes and how each class has a different perception or experience 
in life. Statistics reveal that the gap is increasing between lower and upper classes as it relates to health, education, religion, etc. Each segment, originally 
published in the New York Times as a series of articles, offers a balanced and empathetic look at an individual or families. Class Matters gives the reader an 
honest, unflinching look at social class distinctions. 

CONNECTIONS TO CURRICULUM 

The following are some, but not all, of the connections to curriculum for this novel. 
● Unit 4: Conscientious Objections 

○ Essential Question: “To what extent do multiple viewpoints influence our perception of societal issues? To what extent do those 
issues become our responsibility?” 

KEY STANDARDS ADDRESSED 

         

       
    

  

                  
                      

                         
      

  

             
   

                
   

  

                      
               

              
          

              
                    
                

            
            

                        
    

  

● Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. RI.10.2 
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, 
● and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone. RI.10.4 
● Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. RI.10.12 
● Read and comprehend high quality informational text of appropriate quantitative and qualitative complexity for grade 10. RI.10.13 
● Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 

broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. W.10.7 
● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing. W.10.10 
● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. W.10.11 
● Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. W.10.12 
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